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Overview 

• Charles Raymond Messinger 1883-1941 (called “Ray”, or simply C.R.) 

• Most directly noted as President, then Chairman of the Chain Belt 

Company (later know as Rex Chain, and now by the more familiar 

Rexnord Corporation) 

 

 

• Founded in 1891 by inventor C.W. Levalley, and two foundrymen, W.A. 

Draves and F.W. Sivyer 

• $1 million in sales in 1913, that grew to $10 million in by 1940, under 

Messinger’s management  

• Authored one technical paper for AFS:  Comparison of Electric Furnace 

and Steel Converter for Manufacture of Small Steel Castings (1917) 
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Biographical Highlights 

• Born 1883 in New Haven, Connecticut 

• Studied metallurgy in high school  

• Graduated Yale University in 1906 with a degree in Philosophy 

• Moved to Pittsburgh to take a sales job with the Harbison Walker Refractories 

Company, then relocated to Chicago in 1907 

• Moved to Milwaukee in 1909 to help establish the Sivyer Steel Casting Company, 

serving as Secretary, later ascending to Vice President and General Manager 

• Married in 1911, father of four 

• Became Vice President and General Manager of the Chain Belt Company in 1917 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yearbook photo, 1906 
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Career Highlights 

• An organizer of Sivyer Steel Casting Company, Milwaukee, 1909, 

secretary and manager 1909-10, general manager 1910-29, vice-

president 1910-28, president 1928-29, and chairman of the board 

1929-41 

• Vice-president and general manager Chain Belt Company, Milwaukee, 

1917-23, president 1923-31, chairman of the board 1931-41 

• President Oliver Farm Equipment Company, Chicago, 1931-35 and 

chairman of the board 1935-41 

• An organizer Electric Steel Castings Company, Chicago, 1916 and a 

director 

• Director Interstate Drop Forge Company (secretary 1920, treasurer 

1920-21, president 1921-28) 

• Federal Malleable Company (secretary 1911-20 and vice-president 

1920-32) 
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Captain of Industry 

• Vice President of Sivyer Steel Casting Co. 

• Vice President of Chain Belt Co. 

• President of the Interstate Forge Co. 

• Vice President of Federal Maleable Co. 

• Director of Electric Steel Co. 

 

Messinger held all these posts 

concurrently in 1922, the year he 

became AFS President! 
 

 

 

First row left to right: L.R. Smith of A.O. Smith, Gov. La Follette, C.W. Nash of Nash 

Motors, Co., and C.R. Messinger, of the Chain Belt Co. Second row, left to right: Prof. 

John R. Commons, of the UW Economics dept., Assemblyman Harold M. Groves, 

Gen. Otto Falk, Allis-Chalmers Co., L.R. Clausen, of the J.I. Case co. standing in the 

rear, S.B. Way, of the Milwaukee Electric Railway and Light Co. 

 

Portrait of Governor Philip La Follette and eight industrialists  

standing in front of the Governor's Residence, January 1931.  
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Interesting Facts 

• Ivy League Educated – a rarity for AFS presidents 

• Great-great-great-great grandson of Titus Smith, an 

officer in the revolutionary war 

• Served as Chairman of the metal trades division of the 

War Finance Committee 

• Served as a director of the Milwaukee Metal Trade & 

Founders Association 

• Served as President of the Association of Commerce 

Housing Corporation  

• His son William succeeded him as President, then 

Chairman of Rexnord, (1963-1980) before moving on 

to be President of Sivyer Steel (1980-1983) 
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Quote from his 1922 Biography 

“Chain Belt Company is one of the mammoth industrial interests of [Milwaukee], employing 

about 1300 people in the manufacture of concrete mixing machinery, conveying and handling 

machinery, chain belts and allied products which are not only sold extensively throughout the 

new world but are found today in many foreign countries.  

Mr. Messinger has been active in the upbuilding and development of the business until it is 

one of the mammoth and profitable manufacturing interests of the state.  

His plans are carefully formulated, his activity intelligently directed, and the results achieved 

are most satisfactory. 

He has ever used his talents wisely and well. His energies have taken him into the 

great field of industrial and civic activity, and he has become a prominent figure in 

connection therewith.” 
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